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DeVos seeks cuts from
Education Department to
support school choice
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More than $1 billion would be spent on private school vouchers and other school choice plans under the budget proposalMore than $1 billion would be spent on private school vouchers and other school choice plans under the budget proposal

released Monday by President Trump and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos. The proposal also calls for slashing the Educationreleased Monday by President Trump and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos. The proposal also calls for slashing the Education

Department’s budget and devoting more resources to career training, at the expense of four-year colleges and universities.Department’s budget and devoting more resources to career training, at the expense of four-year colleges and universities.

The proposal would cut $3.6 billion — about 5 percent — from the Education Department by eliminating several discretionaryThe proposal would cut $3.6 billion — about 5 percent — from the Education Department by eliminating several discretionary

programs, including one that funds after-school activities for needy children and another that covers teacher training. Itprograms, including one that funds after-school activities for needy children and another that covers teacher training. It

contains many of the same ideas that DeVos pitched in her budget proposal last year, large portions of which Congress rejected.contains many of the same ideas that DeVos pitched in her budget proposal last year, large portions of which Congress rejected.

“So many of America’s poorest children — especially African American and Hispanic children — attend failing public schools“So many of America’s poorest children — especially African American and Hispanic children — attend failing public schools

that afford them little hope of fulfilling their great potential,” Trump said in his that afford them little hope of fulfilling their great potential,” Trump said in his budget summarybudget summary. “That is why families should. “That is why families should

be free to choose the public, private, charter, magnet, religious or home school option that is right for them. The budgetbe free to choose the public, private, charter, magnet, religious or home school option that is right for them. The budget

empowers parents, especially of our disadvantaged youth, to choose the very best school for their children.”empowers parents, especially of our disadvantaged youth, to choose the very best school for their children.”

In a separate item, Trump seeks to ax a $40 million scholarship fund for D.C. residents who attend colleges and universities, aIn a separate item, Trump seeks to ax a $40 million scholarship fund for D.C. residents who attend colleges and universities, a

subsidy intended to make up for District residents not being able to get in-state tuition.subsidy intended to make up for District residents not being able to get in-state tuition.

DeVos originally sought $2.5 billion to support school choice initiatives, including private school vouchers, but the Office ofDeVos originally sought $2.5 billion to support school choice initiatives, including private school vouchers, but the Office of

Management and Budget rejected her request, according to people familiar with the proposal. She is once again seeking to cutManagement and Budget rejected her request, according to people familiar with the proposal. She is once again seeking to cut

several discretionary programs, including federal funding for the Special Olympics and a grant program for college studentsseveral discretionary programs, including federal funding for the Special Olympics and a grant program for college students

with “exceptional financial need.”with “exceptional financial need.”

“The budget . . . reflects our commitment to spending taxpayer dollars wisely and efficiently by consolidating and eliminating“The budget . . . reflects our commitment to spending taxpayer dollars wisely and efficiently by consolidating and eliminating

duplicative and ineffective federal programs that are better handled at the state or local level,” said DeVos, who wants toduplicative and ineffective federal programs that are better handled at the state or local level,” said DeVos, who wants to

eliminate 29 discretionary programs. “I look forward to working with Congress to pass a budget that puts students first andeliminate 29 discretionary programs. “I look forward to working with Congress to pass a budget that puts students first and

returns power in education to where it belongs: with states, districts and families.”returns power in education to where it belongs: with states, districts and families.”

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/valerie-strauss/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/danielle-douglas/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/moriah-balingit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/budget-fy2019.pdf


Many of DeVos’s budget priorities for higher education mirror provisions in the House GOP higher education bill, giving theMany of DeVos’s budget priorities for higher education mirror provisions in the House GOP higher education bill, giving the

secretary a good chance of seeing her vision in that realm come to fruition. Still, the forthcoming Senate version of legislationsecretary a good chance of seeing her vision in that realm come to fruition. Still, the forthcoming Senate version of legislation

could be far less partisan than what Republicans are rushing through the House. Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), chairman ofcould be far less partisan than what Republicans are rushing through the House. Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), chairman of

the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, has vowed to work with Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.), the rankingthe Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, has vowed to work with Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.), the ranking

Democrat on the panel, to craft a bill, although the two are heading in different policy directions.Democrat on the panel, to craft a bill, although the two are heading in different policy directions.

DeVos’s budget proposal last year sought to cut 13.5 percent of the agency’s funding, and aimed to cut college work-studyDeVos’s budget proposal last year sought to cut 13.5 percent of the agency’s funding, and aimed to cut college work-study

programs in half and end public-service loan forgiveness. Congress scaled back the reductions significantly and refused toprograms in half and end public-service loan forgiveness. Congress scaled back the reductions significantly and refused to

approve a number of steps DeVos sought, including the work-study and loan forgiveness efforts and a plan to redirect federalapprove a number of steps DeVos sought, including the work-study and loan forgiveness efforts and a plan to redirect federal

money to expanding private school vouchers.money to expanding private school vouchers.

The budget also includes other initiatives:The budget also includes other initiatives:

— Allowing low-income students who receive Pell Grants to use them to enroll in short-term programs, although funding overall— Allowing low-income students who receive Pell Grants to use them to enroll in short-term programs, although funding overall

would not increase much. As it stands, students cannot use grant money to pay for academic programs that are shorter than 15would not increase much. As it stands, students cannot use grant money to pay for academic programs that are shorter than 15

weeks or have fewer than 600 hours of instruction time. Although the budget proposal lacks specifics, the department couldweeks or have fewer than 600 hours of instruction time. Although the budget proposal lacks specifics, the department could

model legislation introduced by Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Tim Kaine (D-Va.). The pair have a bill that would allowmodel legislation introduced by Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Tim Kaine (D-Va.). The pair have a bill that would allow

students to use Pell grants for programs with a minimum of 150 hours of instruction over a period of at least eight weeks.students to use Pell grants for programs with a minimum of 150 hours of instruction over a period of at least eight weeks.

— Folding the Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grants, a form of federal aid for the children of deceased service members, into the— Folding the Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grants, a form of federal aid for the children of deceased service members, into the

Pell program to safeguard it from automatic spending cuts under sequestration, a package of cuts that is part of the 2011 BudgetPell program to safeguard it from automatic spending cuts under sequestration, a package of cuts that is part of the 2011 Budget

Control Act. Democrats proposed the same move in legislation to overhaul the Pell grant program last year.Control Act. Democrats proposed the same move in legislation to overhaul the Pell grant program last year.

— Taking an ax to loan forgiveness for public servants and to subsidized loans through which the federal government pays— Taking an ax to loan forgiveness for public servants and to subsidized loans through which the federal government pays

interest while an undergraduate borrower is in school.interest while an undergraduate borrower is in school.

— Changing the allocation formula for the work-study program to provide funding based, in part, on a college’s enrollment of— Changing the allocation formula for the work-study program to provide funding based, in part, on a college’s enrollment of

Pell grant recipients. This resembles a provision in the House GOP proposal to reauthorize the Higher Education Act that setsPell grant recipients. This resembles a provision in the House GOP proposal to reauthorize the Higher Education Act that sets

aside work-study money for schools with the highest graduation rates for Pell grant recipients.aside work-study money for schools with the highest graduation rates for Pell grant recipients.

— Consolidating five income-driven student loan repayment plans into a single plan that benefits undergraduate borrowers,— Consolidating five income-driven student loan repayment plans into a single plan that benefits undergraduate borrowers,

who can have the balance of their loan forgiven after paying 10 percent of their income for 20 years. As with his proposedwho can have the balance of their loan forgiven after paying 10 percent of their income for 20 years. As with his proposed

budget last year, Trump wants to make good on a campaign promise to shorten the payment period to 15 years forbudget last year, Trump wants to make good on a campaign promise to shorten the payment period to 15 years for

undergraduates, but raise monthly paymentsundergraduates, but raise monthly payments  to 12.5 percent of income for both undergraduates and graduate students.to 12.5 percent of income for both undergraduates and graduate students.

Graduate students, though, would have to pay for longer: 30 years.Graduate students, though, would have to pay for longer: 30 years.

This time, the administration is proposing to automatically enroll people who are severely behind on their loan payments in anThis time, the administration is proposing to automatically enroll people who are severely behind on their loan payments in an

income-driven plan, which could help bring down the default rate.income-driven plan, which could help bring down the default rate.

— Reorganizing the department, including consolidating the Office of Postsecondary Education and the Office of Career,— Reorganizing the department, including consolidating the Office of Postsecondary Education and the Office of Career,

Technical and Adult Education, a move that underscores the Trump administration’s focus on transforming postsecondaryTechnical and Adult Education, a move that underscores the Trump administration’s focus on transforming postsecondary



education into career training.education into career training.
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Of course she support school 'choice'. That way she makes more money. 
Link Report
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16 minutes ago

Need to start calling 'School Choice' for what it is; "School Privatization'.
Link Report

plmichaelsartist-at-large
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Photo Caption: "Mr. President, why don't you ever grab me?"
Link Report

lifelongdemocrat
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Best school choice from a failing school. Uh huh. How about transportation for these kids?
Link Report
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It seems as if the cuts are just a bunch of mean spirited and punitive changes to those that most need
help in society, much like the larger Republican platform as a whole. Special places are reserved in hell
for those that value money over helping those less fortunate.
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This woman represents everything that's wrong with the Trump administration. 
Money, greed, power. Me, me, me. No heart, intelligence, or competence. 
She is completely unqualified for this job and hostile to public schools.
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A GOP sister wife, who thinks her poo poo smells like lilacs.
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My tax dollars for your religious school? 
Yeah, the American way. Not.
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Thank you for your contribution.
Link Report
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I suggest you become a teacher, a-d. You might sing a different tune.
Link Report
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Can this grifter be any more incompetent? Seriously, DeVos has no understanding about education,
and she seem to think that privatisation and school vouchers are the answer. Unfortunately, according
to a number of articles and studies I read over the years, priavatisation and the creation of charter
schools are nothing short of a complete disaster. Then again, her entire purpose for being there is to
dismantle all of public education as we know it. 
She has no concern about helping to have a population of well-informed and well-educated citizens; she
and her criminal family want intellectual robots who know how to learn to a test but never to question,
analyse or debate what student are learning and to come up with new ideas and new ways to critically
think about our society and the wider world. It’s going to be pretty much ending arts and music
programmes, language programmes (which includes learning foreign languages) civis, history, even
most math and science programmes, all of which do not conform to her narrow vision of education,
which is rote memorisation in order to take a test on what was remembered and then quickly forgotten. 
De Vos and her Koch cronies only see education as a means to make a profit.
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At this point what is most important is to eviscerate the public teachers unions.
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DeVos and the Right don't care about America's children and their education. 
They care only about getting their hands on public education dollars and killing off one of the last
strong unions this country has. 
Without teachers' unions, the job of teachers would be even less attractive, attracting even less
talented people. Have you seen the turnover rate at charter schools? Have you seen how kids in
charter schools get parked in front of a computer for hours, 60 kids to one -uncertified -teacher
(who is really little more than a babysitter/aide)?
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Baloney, American dreamer. Dream on. 
cheenie
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Baloney, American dreamer. Dream on. 
It’s pretty clear this all about dumbing down public education - all education for that matter.
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PLEASE! Someone please remember we have separation of church and state. I do not want my tax
dollars used for education at religious schools. The woman is a menace!
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We gladly accept your contribution.
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While I usually have little patience for anything connected with Ms. DeVos, this article surprised me
with some good-sense proposals. 

Basically, the cuts listed in the top half of the article look like flimsy ideas bouyed solely by partisan
wishfulness. They "save" the government money to help balance the budget, and do it AFTER
approving a humungous giveaway to the rich via their tax plan. That funding for the rich gets paid for
with cuts from the poor. Please, please, bring back Robin Hood. 

However the last half had some surprisingly wise proposals. They may save money. They may very well
do business better. And there is at least some bipartisan action there. 

Maybe, just maybe, a year of practice is giving parts of the Trump administration some insight into
actually governing, and supporting ALL Americans. That has been conspicuously, disastrously,
troublingly absent. One can only hope. Three more years is a very long time.
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